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Colony picnic continues long tradition 
August 10 and 11 will mark the ninety-second consecutive year 
that the Penn Colony has been held. The first picnic, in 1922, was 
held in Jacob S. Heim’s front yard, and subsequent events have 
been held in groves, city parks in Humboldt and Lincoln, an 
auditorium, and, most recently in the agricultural building in 
Humboldt. A constant through all of the years has been good food, 
visiting and renewing acquaintances, remembering ancestors and 
our history, and puzzling out our complicated genealogy.  
 This year promises to be no different, with the added bonus of 
a visit to the new museum building next to the Henry Heim House. 
One tradition that has gone by the board is the sweltering 
afternoons under threat of looming thunderstorms. Well-
remembered too are the legions of flies that shared our lunches 
every year. 
 The event is again a two-day affair, with Saturday, beginning at 
10 a.m., being devoted to setting up tables and displays in the Ag 
building, a board meeting, and lots of visiting. A light lunch, with a 

free-will offering, is available on premises. That evening, the usual 
watermelon feed, open also to the public, will be held at the 
museum site starting at 6 p.m. On Sunday, a memorial service in 
connection with the morning church service will be held at the 
Humboldt Christian Church, starting at 10:30. A light breakfast, 
again with a free-will offering, will be served in the church 
basement starting at 9 a.m.  
 The picnic dinner will be served, catered by Wooden Spoon, at 
12:15 at Humboldt’s Ag Building. Cost is $10 per plate. (See lunch 
reservation form on page 5.) Picnickers are encouraged to bring a 
favorite family dessert to be served with the noon meal. Along 
with a short business meeting, historical displays, and lots of old 
fashioned visiting and “catching up” will feature the afternoon. 
Tours of the museum and new building will also be available.  
 The picnics and related activities are always a fun time, and we 
hope that many who have not attended a picnic for several years 
will attend. 

 

Martin Ulmer marries Sophia Heim 
By Marilyn Thacker Ogle, their Granddaughter 

From The Dawson Herald, December 1893: 
ULMER-HEIM. It is with pleasure that we announce the marriage 
of Mr. Martin Ulmer and Miss Sophia Heim. The happy event 
occurred at the home of the bride’s parents, last Tuesday (Dec. 5, 
1893) at 11 o’clock a.m. The marriage ceremony was performed 
by Rev. J. A. Hetner of this place in presence of a few invited 
friends. The groom is a well known, energetic, young man of this 
community, and the bride, one of our esteemed young ladies, 
daughter of Jacob G. Heim. One of the joyful features of the occasion 
was the bountiful dinner of which all partook and which was 
composed of the most toothsome delicacies of the season, well 
prepared and nicely arranged. The happy couple took the 5 p.m. 
train for the east and will spend a few months with their friends. 
We wish them much joy and happiness. 

* * * 
The dress worn by Sophia was later re-designed minus ruffles and 
bows for more practical wear—the lack of her wedding hat in this 
picture (which I still have) tells me she and I must have shared a 
common dislike for hats! 
 Martin and Sophia occupied the home where he, his widowed 
mother, Catherine Ulmer, brother Israel and sister Sarah lived after 
purchasing it in 1885, soon after they came to Nebraska from 
Pennsylvania. Here they raised their children, Erma (Williamson) 
and Mildred (Thacker). A son, Wallace died in early childhood.  
 Martin and Israel bought another farm close to theirs, appro-
priately named Broadview Farm by Martin. It has remained in the 
family for over 125 years. My parents, Martin and Sophia’s 
daughter Mildred and husband Elmer Thacker, operated the farm 

and resided in the home with Sophia following Martin’s death. 
Following my parents’ deaths in 1984, my    (continued on page 4) 

 
Martin Ulmer and Sophia Heim, December 5, 1893 
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President’s Letter 
Please go to the Penn Colony web site [www.penncolonynebraska.org] to view 
progress of the museum site. They show some of the interior framing as well as 
our effort to dig in the four-inch conduit for the underground power to serve 
both the building and the house. We will soon have power in the new building.  
 As noted in our last issue, our museum brochure mailing inspired one donor 
to revise their will and to make a contribution during their lifetime. This 
donation was an “inspiration” to another donor who also made a transfer of 
securities to the Penn Colony. On behalf of the Penn Colony I want to say 
“Thank You for your generosity.” To remind you, the Penn Colony has made 

arrangements to accept transfers of investment securities that will provide a tax advantageous 
way to make donations to the Penn Colony. Again, if there is an interest on your part in this, 
please contact me. 
 For those over age 70-1/2, there is the transfer tax-free up to $100,000 from their IRA 
account to an eligible charity. Such a distribution can be used to satisfy all or a portion of any 
annual required minimum distribution (RMD) from their IRA. Such a transfer has the potential 
to save significant income taxes for the donor. The Penn Colony is an eligible charity. Please 
contact me if you have any questions regarding this method of satisfying your annual RMD.  
 Mark your calendars for the annual reunion. Although the yard is torn up due to construction, 
the south porch of the building will be a great place for the watermelon feed. 
 We are making progress! —Dan Pleiss 

 

MEMBERSHIPS/DONATIONS 
The following funds have been received since the last issue of the newsletter was published.  
Donations received after June 21, 2013 will be reported in the next newsletter. 

Memberships: 
Life Member: Shirley Heim Pierce became the 
newest Life Member of the Penn Colony. 
Patron Member: Nicholas Klein 
Sustaining Member: Paul & Stacie Griel 
Family Member: Stuart & Amy Chittenden 

Building Fund: 
Investment securities in the amount of  
   $2,078.60, by Keith Heim. 
In Memory of Kristen Joy Bower, $50, by  
   Guy Conway. 
In Memory of her great-uncle Chris Heim, 
   $100, by Marjorie Fithian. 
In Memory of Lloyd Heim, $50, by John & 
   Jackie Heim. 
In Honor of Aunt Dona Sensel’s 90th birthday, 
   $25, by Larry & Linda Richards. 
Robert & Mary Bohlken, $100. 
Stateline Propane Service, Inc., $100. 

 

In Honor of five cousins who reached or  
   will soon reach 90 years: Margaret Ruth 
   Heim Brown, Dolores Ulmer Chapman, 
   Jacquie Stratton O’Donnell, Marian Ulmer 
   Leatherman, Ruth Stratton Brammer,  
   $400, by Marian Leatherman. 

Other Donations: 
S. F. Heim Prairie Project, $100, by Evie 
   Grubb. 
S. F. Heim Prairie Project, $400, by Marian 
   Leatherman in memory of Ernest Ulmer. 
Richardson County Visitors Committee,  
   $450, for newsletter and website expenses. 
Cash donations from donation box at Henry  
   Heim House, $40. 
Three fire extinguishers and three fire 
   extinguisher signs for the new building,  
   by Fireguard, Inc

 
    Dan Pleiss 

The photo: Trenching at museum site, May 
2013. Buried conduit provides power for new 
transformer by the museum building. It will 
power both museum and house. Electrical 
wiring work is in progress. Sewer and water 
lines have been connected to the building.   
Site work to be done in the future includes 
grading, pouring concrete for sidewalks, 
installing a parking lot, and landscaping to 
bring the lawn back to normal. 
We thank Dick Ogle and Dan Pleiss who have 
contributed many hours of labor, working 
alongside outside contractors. 

mailto:rvnmajake@yahoo.com
mailto:dan@pleiss.omhcoxmail.com
mailto:402-855-2485�wb20437@bbwi.net
mailto:searcher@kdsi.net
http://www.penncolonynebraska.org
mailto:charol@pleiss.omhcoxmail.com
http://www.penncolonynebraska.org


 

THE COLONY PENN JULY 2013 PAGE 3 

 

A cold one In July 
by Keith M. Heim 

A recent letter from a Colonist wondered if the first 
settlers in Nebraska had ice houses, enabling them 
to have cold drinks and ice cream in the summer. 
 I do not know of any ice houses in colony 
households, but Robert Williamson remembers that 
the little house built just west of Emanuel Ulmer’s 
house north of town, where Jacob G. and Regina 
Heim lived in their later years, had a cave in 
which ice cut from local ponds was stored for 
summer use.  
 Possibly others in the Dawson community built 
them. At one time, an ice house was located on 
the north side of the street which ran up Spion Kop about a block 
east of Charlie Smith’s garage. I have heard that in the early days 
ice blocks were sawed from the frozen Nemaha River and hauled 
into town. They were stored inside, buried in straw and sawdust, 
which preserved some of it until summer.  
  Later, when I was a kid, Knickerbocker’s gas station (later run 
by Dan C. Riley), across the street from the bank, had a small 
building from which we sometimes bought large cakes of ice. The 
ice was crystal clear and did not have a residue of sawdust or straw 
on it. I would imagine that ice taken from the Nemaha would have 
looked a bit murky. Presumably, the ice was trucked in from 
commercial plants elsewhere. As time went on, people living in 
town had iceboxes and later refrigerators when electricity came in. 
 Before electricity came to rural areas through the REA in the 
early 1940s, farm people turned to other means of keeping food 
cool. My grandma (Mrs. Samuel “Lizzie” Heim) kept milk, butter, 
and other food cool by lowering them in Karo syrup buckets by 
means of ropes into an open, “dug” well near the back porch. The 
well was about 20 feet deep, and the water tasted of the roots of a 
large Box Elder tree nearby. Imagine an elderly woman, stooped 
with age, having to pull the buckets up to retrieve a pound of butter 
while cooking supper! The never failing spring located west of the 
Jacob G. Heim farmstead served a similar purpose.  
 Our well was a drilled one, encased in metal piping, and our 
water came from 104 feet down! Earlier, another well had been 
drilled nearer to our back door, but it had been abandoned after 
going down only 20 or 25 feet. It was almost a foot wide and 
encased in tin. A metal cylinder with open shelves had been built, 
which could be lowered into the well by means of a rope and 

pulley. Milk and butter stored in the depths would 
keep for several days without spoiling.  
 Not everybody found the method ideal. My twin 
brother, Ken, then about five, apparently thought it 
would be “cool” to put Popeye, our calico cat, onto 
a shelf and lower her into the well. When our 
mother found out about it, the cat was quickly 
rescued, unharmed, but only too glad to vacate the 
premises! Ken was not as fleet afoot as the family 
feline and got his bottom warmed! I was, of course, 
only an innocent observer.  
 When first married in the 1920s, my parents, 

Melvin and Fannie Heim, had an appliance called an “icy ball,” 
probably made by Crosley, that was fueled by kerosene and cooled a 
box approximately 40" x 40". The walls of the box were quite thick, 
providing necessary insulation. By the time I came along, the metal 
contraption, which included a copper ball, had been junked, but 
sometimes food items were stored inside temporarily because of the 
heavy insulation. A detailed explanation of the device can be found 
in Google along with a drawing, but I have no idea how it 
worked—if it did.  
 Having no electricity on the farm until about 1942, if we 
wanted to have ice cream at home, my dad would stop at Knick’s 
station after church and buy a large block of ice to bring home. 
We’d make ice cream in a hand-cranked freezer in the cellar. The 
ice was put in a gunny sack and beaten with a sledge hammer to 
break it up into small pieces. It was then placed around a metal 
canister in the freezer which contained the ice cream mixture of 
milk, eggs, etc. Rock salt was added to the ice to make it melt 
faster. The process of melting withdrew heat from the mixture and 
caused it to freeze quickly (well, not quickly enough for us kids!). 
The crank caused a paddle (or dasher) to rotate, causing the 
mixture to freeze evenly and prevent the creation of ice crystals. 
One had to be careful not to turn the crank too fast or the ice cream 
near the paddle would turn into butter. After a time, the canister 
was opened and the dasher was removed. We kids vied for a taste 
of the ice cream that clung to the dasher. The canister was closed 
again and let set until the ice cream was completely frozen.  
 When at last it was ready, we kids were ready, bowls in hand, 
for our ice cream—a memorable treat! Orange-pineapple sherbet 
was a special favorite of mine! 

 

 

 

Photo credits: Page 1: Marilyn Ogle. Page 2: Kerry Dowdell (Pleiss); 
Dan Pleiss (museum site). Page 3: Shirley Pierce; Keith Heim (barn). 
Page 4: Shirley Pierce. Page 6: Kerry Dowdell (reunion); Margaret Ruth 
Brown (DHS choir). 

The box in the photo (left) 
covers the  “well” cooler  
in the yard of the Emerson 
Heim farm, two miles north  
of Dawson. 
The well was used for food 
storage, but it had other uses: 
My brother Lloyd often 
recalled that our mother had, 
from time to time, tossed toys 
down the well (gone forever), 
ending brotherly squabbles. 
I’ve often wondered what  
an “archeological dig” might 
turn up! —shp 

 

Photo (right) shows interior con-
struction of Samuel F. Heim bank 

barn, a replica of the one his father, 
Jacob G. Heim, built on the original 
homestead. Sam’s daughter Adah 

and her sisters hung from the 
cross beam just above the panel 

(lower left) to daub their initials for 
posterity. Unfortunately, modern 

photography does not pick up
their artwork.                      –kmh
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As we get closer to moving into our new museum building, the 
prospect is causing excitement in the Dawson community. Irish 
and Pennsylvania Dutch artifacts documenting the early history of 
this area and the people who settled and tamed the wild prairie 
continue to be offered to the museum. Thus, the museum will tell 
future generations of their dedication, hard work, and perseverance. 
I am grateful to all of you who have supported this adventure with 
time and who have shared their family heritage with others.  
 Recent donations have included articles such as Bill Vossen’s 
military uniforms, old electric irons found in Harold Windrum’s 
house, class pictures of Dawson Public Schools, books of 
Richardson County History, Israel Ulmer’s Composition Book 
from the Klump School, 1872; Historical Sketch of Dawson, 1914; 
and a book entitled Strange People, a Lyle Stuart publication, 
featuring early Dawson Hardware Store owner Carl Windrum’s 
ability to dowse for water.  
 We have the Dawson High School Alumni Banquet Program, 
1894; a book of 1000 spelling words won at a spelling bee in 1903, 
Falls City Centennial booklet, 1857-1957; Souvenir Stella Press, 
1901; cookbook collection, all published before 1930; 1978 
calendar from Lockard Grocery in Stella, Nebraska, and the prized 
donation of a book written and published by Carol Anadale of 
Adamstown, Maryland, entitled, Dawson—The Business Life of a 
Small Nebraska Town. Carol has also donated the copyright of the 
book and a disk of photos to the museum. This will allow us to 
print and sell them for profit. 

Items Wanted 
We need these items: Picture carousels, a library table with 
comfortable chairs, a recent computer that can handle lots of 
pictures and information, plus a color printer for the office, and 
money donations to pay for picture and paper prep for displays.  
 Keep the history coming—this is exciting! 

To the highest bidder 
My grandfather, Samuel F. Heim, had a very sharp mind and a 
good head for business. He had an air about him that commanded 
respect, and not many crossed him a second time. I do not mean 
that he was mean or dishonest, but when you dealt with him, you’d 
better have the facts and your wits about you! 
 His father, Jacob G. Heim, owned a quarter section of pasture 
land, the “school land” just west of Dawson. About 1900, he 
decided to sell it. Since several of his children wanted the land, he 
decided to have a family auction, selling it to the highest bidder. 
 The bidding was hot and heavy for a while, but the contest finally 
settled into a bidding dual between Sam and a brother-in-law. 
Finally, Sam’s rival exclaimed, “I bid $4,000, and not a penny more!” 
 “Well,” replied Sam, “I bid $4,000 and one cent.” 
 He got the land. —kmh 

 

Sadly Noted 
Stacie Lee (Heim) Olson, 47, passed away May 25 in 
Julesburg, Colorado. She is survived by her husband, Tom 
Olson, Jr., her children, Tommy Olson III and Marin Olson, 
and her parents, Douglas L. and Judy Heim of Omaha. 

German Blood Runs Thick 
By Bob Williamson 

In the early 1880s, my grandfather, Martin D. Ulmer, wrote to his 
brother Emanuel in Nebraska: “We are working at the apples most 
of the time this while back. We picked about 50 bushel of winter 
apples. This forenoon we made the last cider. We made 23 barrels 
of water cider. It is worth 15 to 18 cents a gallon. Apples are 
selling for 80 cents to a dollar, potatoes 50 cents, eggs 30 cents, 
butter 25 to 28 cents. Half a beef sold for eight and a half cents a 
pound and a hog for 10 cents a pound.”  
 Emanuel had come to Nebraska with the Johnnie Heim family 
in 1881 to marry Jacob G. Heim’s daughter, Sarah. Martin had 
remained in Pennsylvania with his mother, Catherine Ulmer, and 
brother Israel and sister Sarah. 
 During the winter of 1883, Jacob G. Heim made a visit to 
Pennsylvania. He visited Catherine and her family. He reported to 
their previous inquiry about a farm in Nebraska. He told them the 
“Squires Place” could be purchased for $7,000, but would surely 
go up in price soon as it was good land. The Ulmers bought it on 
his recommendation, and the family arrived in Dawson in 
November of 1884. 
 Martin married Sophia Heim, and they lived on the farm. 
Catherine, Israel, and Sarah moved into Dawson. Martin and 
Sophia had two daughters, Erma and Mildred. When my parents, 
Berton and Erma Williamson married, they lived on that farm. Now, 
my wife Phyllis and I live there, and we raised our family there. 
 Martin and Israel bought another farm not far from the original 
farm. When Mildred married Elmer Thacker, they made their 
home on the farm, and today their daughter Marilyn and her 
husband Richard Ogle make their home there. 
 The families kept a strong affection for Pennsylvania and the 
relatives left there. Through the years there have been many visits 
back and forth, renewing acquaintances with their cousins. This 
love and respect for the heritage lives on today, and I suspect will 
be carried on for generations until the end of time. 

Ulmer Marries Heim  
   (continued from page 1) 

husband Dick Ogle and I have made Broadview Farm our home. 
We raised our children, Scott and Jenny (Edwards) here, and we 
continue to farm. 
 Martin and Sophia kept a meticulous homestead graced by 
large pine trees in rows of two planted on the south and west sides 
of the lawn. The droughts in the 1930s claimed all but three of those 
trees and eventually they succumbed to old age.  
 Cottonwood trees and a fruit orchard along with two large 
barns, chicken houses, a corn crib, and other outbuildings com-
pleted the barnyard and were a tribute to their determination, faith, 
hard work, and ingenuity.  

by Bob Williamson, 
Director of Public 
Relations for the 
Colony 
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Pennsylvania Colony of Nebraska Historical Society 

Membership 
 

Name:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________ 
 
Membership for September, 2013 through August, 2014 

 

If you would prefer to receive the Colony Penn by email, 
please check here: ____ 
 

Email address: _________________________________ 
 

 ___ Life Member ........$1000 
 ___ Patron .....................$50 
 ___ Sustaining ...............$25 
 ___ Family .....................$15 
 ___ Individual.................$10 
 
Please make check payable to Pennsylvania Colony 
Historical Society, and mail to: 

Charol Pleiss, 14721 Laurel Plaza,  Omaha, NE 68116 
Your membership helps support the newsletter and the website. 

 

Meal Reservations 
Pennsylvania Colony Reunion 

 

Cost $10.00 per person 
 

Sunday, August 11, 2013, 12:15 p.m., 
Ag Building, Humboldt, NE 

 Please respond by August 2, if possible.  You may pay  
 in advance, or pay at the picnic. 

Meal reservations and membership may be paid 
with one check. 

Mail to: Charol Pleiss, 14721 Laurel Plaza, Omaha, NE 68116 
Phone/Text:  402-669-0660      Email:  clp5404@yahoo.com 

 
Number attending __________ 
 

Name   
 

Address   
 

City, State, Zip   
 

Phone   
 

Email   
 

 

AREA ACCOMMODATIONS & RESTAURANTS 
 

                      HUMBOLDT/DAWSON                                                RULO                                     FALLS CITY 
 

  Gandy House 
  Bed & Breakfast 
  715 5th Street, Humboldt 
  Phone: 402-862-3278 
  Email: gandyhouse@neb.rr.com 
  Web: gandyhouse.com 
 
  North Fork Farm Service 
  221 Nemaha St., Humboldt 
  402-862-2025 
  Pizza, subs, sodas 
 

The Watering Hole 
704 3rd St., Humboldt 
402-862-2203 
 
Six Mile Café 
71380 639th Ave. 
North of Dawson (Near 
Intersection, Hwys 75 & 4) 
402-855-9955 
6 am to 10 pm daily 
 

Wild Bill’s Bar & Grill 
Hwy 159 & Main, Rulo 
402-245-4097 
Sun-Thur: 7 am-10 pm 
Fri-Sat: 7 am-1 am 
 
Ye Old Tyme Saloon 
126 S. 1st, Rulo 
402-245-4094 
Food service: 
Sun-Sat 7 am-9 pm 
 

Check-In Motel 
N. Hwy 73 
402-245-2433 
 
Vision Inn Motel 
N. Harlan St. 
402-245-2459 
 
Matthes Manor 
Bed & Breakfast 
2102 Stone St. 
402-245-5449 
 

Grand Weaver Hotel 
1800 Stone St. 
402-245-2448 
(renovation underway; 
spa rooms available) 
 
M&T Apartments 
1612 Stone St. 
402-245-4003 
(if empty, will rent on 
nightly basis) 
 
 

 

Donation Form for Museum Building 

Name ________________________________________________________________________  Please make my donation: 
    
Address ______________________________________________________________________   In Memory of:           In Honor of: 
  
City, State, Zip Code ____________________________________________________________   
  _________________________________________
  
Phone____________________________ Email: ____________________________________   
 Please send an acknowledgement of my gift to: 
Please make check payable to PA Colony Historical Society.  Amount $ __________________   
Mail to: Charol Pleiss, 14721 Laurel Plaza, Omaha, NE 68116 _________________________________________  
  Please send me information about giving through my estate plan. 
  Please contact me regarding a tax-free transfer from my IRA. _________________________________________  
  My company will match this donation. The Company form is enclosed. 

       Pennsylvania Colony Historical Society of Nebraska is a qualified Internal Revenue Service 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.       7/2013 

mailto:clp5404@yahoo.com
mailto:gandyhouse@neb.rr.com


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dawson High School Choir—Spring 1941 

 
Dawson High School was known for its fine music program. Perhaps 1941 was one of its 
“Glory Years”!  In this group we find these Penn Colony cousins: Front row, 5th from left, 
Ruth Heim; 4th from right, Evelyn Heim. Second row, 6th from left, Waldo Elwonger; 3rd from 
right, Marian Ulmer; 1st on right, Earl Dean Elwonger. Third row, 1st on left, Dolores Ulmer; 
5th from right, Lowell Heim; 1st on right, Ione Heim. Back row, standing tall in the middle, Ron 
Heim. We recognize several others, but not all—would you like to provide the names of those 
you know so we can preserve the information as part of Dawson’s history? Please contact the 
editor if you can help. 
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